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WHAT IS A KINDLE?  

Amazon Kindles are a series of Android-based e-readers designed by Amazon. Devices enable users 

to browse, buy, download and read e-books, newspapers, magazines, and other digital media via wireless 

networking to the Kindle Store.  

DEVICE SET UP 

Charge your device before setup. An active internet connection is recommended but not required — go 

somewhere with WiFi when downloading books, apps or to browse the web.  

First, create an Amazon account to register your Kindle. If you already have an Amazon account, sign-in 

with your username and password. To create an account on a PC, open your browser and go to  

amazon.com. Click on 'Your Account' located near the top right, then click the orange, "Sign In" button, 

and then the grey, "Create an account button." 

DEVICE ADVICE: Kindle 

ZION-BENTON PUBLIC LIBRARY● 847.872.4680 ● ZBLIBRARY.INFO 

Amazon allows you to download apps, e-books and digital media, sync and backup your important data, 

and also can be used as your personal email account. 

KINDLE FIRE VS. E-READERS 

With Kindle Fire, you can browse and download books from Amazon, listen to audiobooks, watch movies, 

TV shows, download and read public domain works, check and sync your email, read blogs, use the  

internet, read maps and get directions, look up words in the dictionary, listen to music online and your own 

mp3 files, read your own files and documents, buy and read new releases, and much more with various 

apps. With Kindle e-readers (Touch, Paperwhite, etc.) you can only download e-books and audiobooks, 

play games, listen to music, and perform basic web browsing.  

DEVICE VS. CLOUD STORAGE 

Kindle allows you to choose storage options for your content. When content is stored on the device, you 

do not need an internet connection to access it. Cloud storage (another term for internet storage) does 

require a connection.  

BACKUP & RESTORE 

Tap Settings, Device Options, and Backup & Restore. Tap the switch to turn Device Back-up ON. Your  

device will automatically back up once daily when it is in sleep mode and connected wirelessly. To  

manually back up your device, tap Back Up Now. 

INSTALLING APPS ON KINDLE FIRE 

The Apps Tab allows you to search and install Amazon apps. Includes a mix of free as well as ‘premium’ 

apps that you have to pay for.  Simply enter a search term, select the desired app, then install and enjoy! 

KINDLE FIRE TABS 

Recent ● Home ● Books ● Video ● Games ● Shop ● Apps ● Music ● Audiobooks ● Newsstand 

(Earlier Kindle E-Reader tabs are exclusive to Home, Shop, Device and Cloud options).  

MANAGING KINDLE SETTINGS 

Connect to WiFi, view your storage, change power/display settings, access device options, control apps 

and games, access My Account, set up profiles and Family Library, set parental controls, manage security, 

set sounds and notifications, change the keyboard and language, sync the device, and manage  

accessibility options. 

System updates are designed to be received wirelessly and installed automatically during a period in sleep 

mode in which Wi-Fi is active. You may install firmware updates manually by downloading the firmware for 

your device and copying the file to the device's root directory.  

RESOURCES AND LINKS 

 Amazon Device Support—http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=help_search_1

-1?ie=UTF8&nodeId=200127470&qid=1459363757&sr=1-1 

 eHow Kindle Tutorial—http://www.ehow.com/how_7432085_kindle-tutorial.html 

 Overdrive—http://help.overdrive.com/customer/portal/articles/1481616-getting-started-with-kindle-

ereaders 

 Wikipedia—https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Kindle 
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